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on his back with head raised, knees drawn up and
hands holding a disk upon his stomach.
Probably the best known and most famous of the
Aztecs' gods was the "Plumed Serpent" or Quetzal-
coatl,* although he was by no means their most
important deity. He was a far less cruel and blood-
thirsty god than most of the Aztec deities, and, un-
like them, he did not demand human sacrifices but
preferred the blood of his devotees and worshipers
shed by themselves. His priests, who were of a dis*
tinct caste, were accustomed to pierce their tongues
or ears to secure the blood which they smeared upon
the mouths of the idols. There are many myths and
legends connected with Quetzalcoatl, but all agree
that he was a white stranger with a flowing beard.
One myth states that he first appeared in the form of
the quetzal or resplendent trogan, and that while in
this form he was captured in the snare of a hunter,
Hueyinatzin, himself a hero-god. Owing to this, the
quetzal became the sacred bird of the Aztecs and
Mayas, and temples were devoted to its worship.
Another legend relates that Quetzalcoatl arrived in
a strange winged ship at the spot now known as Vera
Cruz, and that he taught the Aztecs many arts, In-
structed them in religion, and established their civili-
zation.
Among other things he prophesied that long after
his departure white strangers would arrive from over-
sea and would overthrow the Aztec kings and enforce
another religion, but that eventually he would return
to reestablish the Aztecs and their faith. Whether
or not there was any basis of truth in this myth, it is
*Quetz4l, tlis sespleaadent ixogao* and CoatL a snake.